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Newly discovered stone circles on Dartmoor, Devon

The region of Dartmoor, Devon, south-west England, boasts 
the greatest concentration of visible prehistoric remains 
in north-west Europe. These include 16 recorded stone 
circles, half of which appear to sit in a clearly-defined arc 
around the north-eastern quarter of the moor. 

Having found the Sittaford stone circle in 2007, following a 
long-held hypothesis that this so-called ‘Sacred Arc’ extended 
to encompass the central uplands with a complete ring of 

stone circles, I went on to identify several possible further 
examples during the course of systematic field survey. Two 
of these, along with a variety of associated ceremonial 
monuments, have since been the subject of geophysical 
surveys and targeted excavation as part of my PhD research 
into the Prehistoric Ritual Landscapes of Northeastern 
Dartmoor at the University of Exeter. 

The project, set in the broad valley of Taw Marsh, to the south 
of Belstone, examined these two stone circles, along with a 
possible long cairn and a collapsed Neolithic dolmen, using 
earth resistance and gradiometer surveys to identify potential 
buried features, as well as recording visible elements. Since 
the techniques have not been widely used on Dartmoor’s 
soils and geology, the results required ground-truthing to 
build a detailed picture of the sites’ typology, origins and 
development. This work will also help in the interpretation 
of geophysical surveys at other Dartmoor sites. A team of 
volunteers excavated the sites with five trenches and two 
test pits during September and October 2024.

The first site excavated lies 1 km north of the perimeter of 
the proposed sacred ring of stone circles, near Irishman’s 
Wall, a failed early 19th-century attempt to enclose part of 
Belstone Common. An area of cleared ground dotted with 
cairns suggested prehistoric activity, with what appeared 
to be the extant remains of a stone circle near the ruined 
wall. This displayed signs of being adapted at some stage. 
An important aspect of my research is to examine and date 
the developmental sequence of stone circles on northern 
Dartmoor, and so this provided a good opportunity to 
establish a firm chronology, which is lacking for many other 
stone circles in this area. The first trench examined a cross-
section from the centre to the western perimeter, including a 
large boulder just inside. The developmental sequence proved 
to be complex and revealed some interesting details on the 

The Irishman's Wall stone circle excavation in progress, looking 
towards the western perimeter © Alan Endacott
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construction methods employed. The trench also produced 
two worked flints.

A short distance downslope to the east, a possible chambered 
cairn occupies a prominent position, overlooking the valley 
of Taw Marsh to the south, and the substantial hills and tors 
surrounding it. To the north, more restricted views down the 
narrowing valley reveal the enclosed lowlands as the River 
Taw makes its way to the sea in Barnstaple Bay. A trench was 
opened across the higher, western side of the cairn to confirm 
the presence of a ditch as suggested by the geophysics, and 
to assess whether any structural elements of the chamber 
survived in the area of a later ‘robber’ trench. The latter had 
dug into the southern end of the cairn, near which lay the 
apparent remains of displaced cover stones. This probably 
occurred during the 19th-century, as attested by clay pipe 
stem fragments in the loose backfill. Unfortunately, this 

disturbance, together with the action of bracken rhizomes, 
had destroyed much evidence, but the samples taken may 
yet prove informative. 

A third trench on the site targeted some anomalies shown 
in the geophysics, which might have represented evidence 
of postholes or the sockets of stones robbed to build 
the nearby wall. Unfortunately, we failed to find anything 
definitive, other than a probably natural gully, which could 
have accounted for the geophysical anomalies observed. 
However, a few fragments of Bronze Age pottery suggested 
prehistoric activity close by.

The collapsed dolmen lies 200 m to the south-east of the 
cairn. A large granite slab, about 2 m x 2 m x 0.3 m thick, 
rests on what appears to be one of three formerly upright 
supporting stones. The base of this supporting stone was 
examined with a test pit to establish whether it had been 
artificially set. We found evidence that it had tipped sideways 
when one of the other supporting stones fell. A third, shorter, 
upright stone is still in place but no longer supporting the 
capstone. 

The second site investigated was a previously unrecorded 
stone circle on Taw Plain, at the foot of Metheral Hill. It 
consists of about twenty extant stones (mostly fallen) to 
the south and west, and a similar number buried on the 
higher, eastern side. Measuring around 40 m west–east 
and 33 m north–south, it has a flattened perimeter on the 
southern side. Geophysical surveys suggested a central 
feature, possibly a rectilinear structure, which could be of 
Neolithic origin. 

A trench across the perimeter of the circle uncovered 
an external bank; surface probing on either side of this 

The 'Fallen Brother' dolmen, looking south, with Taw Marsh beyond 
Scale 1 m © Alan Endacott

Pole-cam view of volunteers standing by some of the extant stones of the Metheral stone circle, looking south © Alan Endacott
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feature suggested that it might be concentric, although not 
necessarily contemporary with the stone circle itself. It is 
possible that a former ditch lay beyond the limit of the trench 
and that the stone circle was built within an existing henge 
monument, similar in form to the Stripple Stones on Bodmin 
Moor. The trench also identified a socket and packing stones 
representing the former position of a displaced stone from 
the circle. Indeed, a further test pit, at the base of an extant 
stone on the east side, revealed that it sat in a prepared 
socket and was supported with packing stones.

The central trench targeted one corner of the rectilinear 
feature identified in the geophysical survey. Early indications 
are that it may represent a substantial (possibly Neolithic) 
structure, which would be a unique discovery for Dartmoor 
and of potentially national significance. However, further 
work will be required to clarify the exact nature of this 
feature, including radiocarbon dating. Further information 
can be found on the project Facebook page: facebook.com/
Dartmoor.archaeology1.
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Ravensburgh Castle Hillfort: the saga unfolds

The Ravensburgh Castle Hillfort Project was outlined in PAST 
100 (Spring 2022). Located near Hexton on the Hertfordshire/
Bedfordshire border within the fine chalk downland of the 
north-east Chilterns, the hillfort is now in the ownership of 
Natural England. The project emanates from the unpublished 
excavations of John Moss-Eccardt and James Dyer in 1964 
and James Dyer between 1970 and 1975. Apart from locating 
the many finds, a major exercise of the project so far has 

been undertaking a detailed plan, with geophysics where 
possible, and analysis of the bone and pottery. This will feed, 
together with James’ notes and plans, into a final monograph 
for publication and museum deposition of the archive. This 
paper outlines progress since 2022.

The hillfort was planted with trees c. 1908 and, as well 
as the problems of surveying in such a wooded area, 

Alan Endacott (2nd left) 
and volunteers, Ellie March, 
Gordon Fisher and Janet 
Danes, excavating the 
Metheral stone circle 
© Chris Walpole
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Ravensburgh Castle before tree planting c. 1908 (left) and the out-turn of the main bank at the north-west entrance as it exists today (right) 
© Ian Brown

Ravensburgh Castle topographic survey with (inset) location 
of the excavation trenches from 1964, 1970, 1972, 1973, 1974 
and 1975 © Ian Brooks, EAS
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the detritus left behind by earlier landowners for former 
pheasant-rearing and seasonal restriction of access have 
made working on the site difficult. Covid-19 and the sale 
of the Hexton Estate (twice) between 2018 and 2023 have 
also created challenges. A Total Station (Geodolite 506) 
survey was completed in July 2024 concentrating on the 
overgrown northern ramparts. The Chilterns Conservation 
Board had flown the site for LiDAR and the results proved 
especially useful. 

The north-west apex ramparts are complex and intricately 
associated with a probable Bronze Age tumulus incorporated 
within the main bank and the north-west entrance. The 
main northern bank, with an outer ditch, extends unbroken 
eastwards with a series of, now virtually levelled and 
complex, outer banks and ditches; a possible four in total 
dropping steeply to Church Hole below. Two of these outer 
banks extend outside the hillfort from the north-east apex, 
suggested as ‘lynchets’ by Dyer in his investigations. However, 
linear earthworks (linear dykes) are the likely explanation, 
being substantial features interconnecting with the hillfort 
ramparts themselves. A series of banks outside the hillfort 
perimeter to the south could also be linear earthworks. 
Linear earthworks are often suggested as having a territorial 
definition or animal husbandry function, with downland areas 
to the south and the Chilterns having notable examples 
including Dray’s Ditches in the Luton area, excavated by Dyer 
in 1972. They can be associated with hillforts, as examples 
in Wessex show, and may be earlier or later than the hillfort.

A particular problem with all ‘antique’ excavations is where 
the actual excavations took place and the whereabouts 
of any plans, notebooks and site details. At Ravensburgh 
there are many drawings and plans of the excavations but 
seemingly few notebooks and excavation papers. The former 
are being digitised and the location of each of the six years 
of excavations have been determined, as the site plan shows.

The finds of bone and pottery from the excavations were 
stored in various locations before the North Hertfordshire 
and Luton Museums afforded the final resting place of some 
42 boxes. Being a chalk site, the amount of bone from the 
excavations has been substantial. As an example, a raw 
quantification count of 1123 disarticulated bone fragments 

was finally recorded for 1964 and, of this, 997 could be 
identified to species. Sheep/goat dominate, followed by 
domestic cow and pig, the distribution of which follows 
similar patterns found in downland environments elsewhere. 
Of those capable of being assigned, a relative age estimate is 
87.3% adult and 12.6% juvenile. Butchery practices are evident 
across multiple contexts including chop/cleave and cut 
marks, and preliminary analysis of burnt fragments suggests 
burning and/or charring from food preparation or calcination 
from intentional waste disposal and/or unintentional burning 
episodes. Horse, dog and bird are also present, as is some 
human bone. 

The six excavations together produced c. 25 kg of pottery, 
which dates, on initial assessment, to between the Early 
and Late Iron Age, with a small element of Romano-British 
material. The earliest Iron Age pottery may, on the basis 
of regional parallels and stylistic details, date to the fifth 
century BC or slightly earlier, but the Middle to Late Iron 
Age may prove, on full analysis, to take the largest share 
of the collection. Its condition is generally poor, with most 
consisting of small, abraded sherds and a small number of 
larger, well-preserved fragments. 

Some of the fabrics so far observed reflect the underlying 
geology of Upper Cretaceous Chalk. Fabric inclusions include 
white and grey calcined flint and calcareous materials, mostly 
finely crushed laminar fossil shell and calcites. Another group 
is composed of sandy wares, ranging from very finely sanded 
micaceous fabrics to somewhat coarser glauconitic fabrics. 
The exploitation of glauconitic clays for potting has been 
shown to have increased in popularity during the Middle 
Iron Age, and so analysis of fabric proportions could provide 
significant information on ceramic style and dates. Decorated 
sherds are very uncommon. Where observed, decoration on 
(probably) earlier vessels consists of incised linear motifs, 
mostly chevrons or incised small concentric circles, in 
general applied to fine sandy wares. A very few examples 
of fingernail/fingertip decoration are also present. Most of 
the glauconitic sherds are undecorated, and this would be 
consistent with the typical Middle to Late Iron Age tradition 

The Ravensburgh Castle bowl © North Hertfordshire Museum

Excavations in the south-eastern sector in 1964 © James Dyer
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in the area. Sherds belonging to a reconstructed La Tène 
angular bowl from the collection of the North Hertfordshire 
Museum are decorated with incised multiple overlapping 
chevrons, now being digitized by the University of Chester 
to enable 3D-model viewing. 

The overall findings indicate predominantly pastoral activity. 
The domestic species present, with a concentration on 
sheep, cow and pig, appear typical of similar downland sites 
in southern England. There is also some evidence of weaving, 
with an interesting weaving comb, metalworking in the form 
of slag, and a fine La Tène bow brooch. Geophysics has proven 
challenging in such a wooded and degraded environment, 
with many wire fences for pheasant rearing, but where it has 
been possible in the south-eastern corner, the lack of many 
potential roundhouse sites (only c. two in the 0.6 ha so far 
recorded) poses considerable questions as to the function 
of the hillfort.

‘The Burrell’, a Chiltern spring which lies some 360 m below the 
southern ramparts of the hillfort, could be important for the 
archaeology of the site in having possible ritual connotations. 
The Holybush spring at Midsummer Hill hillfort in the Malvern 
Hills lies near its southern gate and the Buckbean pond at Y 
Breiddin hillfort in Montgomeryshire has finds of a possible 

‘sacred’ nature. Myths involving springs have persisted into 
the historic period and at nearby Hexton another spring was 
dedicated to ‘St Faith’ with encouragement to place offerings. 
The Ravensburgh saga continues…
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Late prehistoric textile-working at Sackville Road, Hove,  
East Sussex

In 2021, a team from Wessex Archaeology completed a 
small excavation in advance of redevelopment at a former 
industrial site to the east of Sackville Road in Hove, East 
Sussex (NGR 528479 105732). This was located in an area of 
recognised archaeological potential, despite the density of 
urban expansion.

The work revealed a concentration of late prehistoric 
archaeology that was likely part of a multi-phase settlement, 
much of which could be dated to the Early–Middle Iron 
Age. This included the outlines of at least two well-defined 
square or rectangular post-built structures, probably used 
for raised storage, and several other posthole arrangements 
that can be interpreted as possible fence lines, drying racks, 
or further timber-frame constructions. Individual postholes 
contained part of a vitrified pottery vessel, abundant charred 
cereal remains (barley and spelt wheat) and a large fragment 
of ceramic loomweight, and there were several pits that 
included substantial assemblages of finds and environmental 
material indicative of nearby occupation, crop processing, 
waste disposal, and craft activity.

One Middle Iron Age pit, radiocarbon dated to between 
395–205 cal BC, was particularly remarkable for the inclusion 
of a group of related objects characteristic of textile-working. 
An unusual elongated oval shape, 2.14 m long x 1.04 m wide x 
1.28 m deep, the pit had near-vertical, slightly irregular sides 

excavated down through a yellowish-brown colluvial deposit 
to the underlying chalk substrate. Cut into the flat base was 
a steep-sided oval posthole, perhaps indicating the insertion 
of some form of marker, or even a structural support, when 
the pit was originally open. Overlying this were two deposits 
of artefact-rich dark brown silty clay, probably a rapid infill of 
associated material. Together, these contained 10.84  kg of 
pottery (including residual Early Iron Age material, but mostly 
of Middle Iron Age date) and 1.03 kg of animal bone – some 
of which is suggestive of deposit formation during the spring 
season, or soon after – which included elements indicative 
of the consumption of a substantial quantity of meat joints. 
Also present, alongside fired clay, burnt flint, shell, a flint 
hammerstone, two pieces of iron, a copper alloy collar or 
ferrule and a copper alloy bead, were three ceramic spindle 
whorls, a near complete ceramic loomweight, three antler 
combs of variable form (two decorated and one undecorated), 
a bone needle, three bone points, a sawn antler tine, a sheep/
goat metatarsal with a transverse notch and wear striations (a 
possible bobbin), and a cattle rib with transverse incised lines. 
They were partly covered by a thin sterile deposit lacking 
finds, perhaps marking a slight hiatus between backfilling 
episodes. Subsequent dumping (?post-stabilisation) occurred 
in the upper part of the pit: this included 2.66 kg of Early–
Middle Iron Age pottery alongside more animal bone, burnt 
flint and shell, as well as a human cranial fragment, another 
ceramic spindle whorl, and a bone point. 
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Furthermore, it was noted that the environmental remains 
from this pit, and several Early Iron Age postholes in the 
vicinity, included charred seaweed fragments – perhaps 
related to the production/use of seaweed ash – which might 
provide a further marker for the preparation and finishing 
(cleaning, bleaching or dyeing) of textiles.

This group of finds, supported by the environmental evid
ence, appears to represent the clearance and dumping of 
waste, probably from a single source, that incorporated the 
significant and unusual – even unique – recovery of a set or 
‘toolkit’ of items linked to textile-working. Whilst numerous 
late prehistoric sites have produced similar equipment 
in various combinations (most frequently loomweights 
and spindle whorls), these have rarely been recovered as 
a functionally associated group from a single feature. In 
addition, it is apparent that the objects from the pit at 
Sackville Road could have been employed through every 
stage in the chaîne opératoire (operational sequence) 
of textile production: this includes supply/collection and 
preparation (at least one of the antler combs, possibly 
the flint hammerstone); spinning (spindle whorls); winding 
(metatarsal with wear striations); weaving (loomweight, 
bone points, other antler comb(s), cattle rib with transverse 
lines); finishing (needle, ferrule from a ?knife, ?bead); and 
bleaching/dyeing, cleansing and fulling (seaweed ash, burnt 
flint). It is not implausible to suggest that further organic 
objects associated with this process (e.g., wooden beaters, 
spindles and bobbins, maybe even textiles or the framework 
of a loom) might also have been incorporated into the pit, 
but – as is common on dryland sites – did not survive due 
to the preservation conditions.

There are other noteworthy aspects of the assemblage too, 
beyond purely functional considerations. The majority of 
the tools still appear to be usable, being included either as 
individual examples or with multiple versions of an object 
type (some in differing forms). Therefore, their deposition 
in conjunction with a fragment of human cranium, probably 
during spring, potentially involved a deliberate selection of a 
subset of material that went beyond general refuse disposal. 
This might reflect specific considerations and decisions 
regarding closure and abandonment, maybe as part of a 
seasonal renewal or transformational event involving the 
community, as well as an individual connection and inter
related agency for particular items. Detailed specialist 
analysis, radiocarbon dating, and a review of the finds and 
environmental evidence for textile production on the site 
will be presented in a forthcoming article, to be published 
in Sussex Archaeological Collections: ‘A (loom)weight of 
evidence: late prehistoric textile-working at Sackville Road, 
Hove, East Sussex’.
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Left: Elongated oval pit that contained the finds and environmental evidence associated with textile-working (fully excavated). Right: Selection 
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Two Middle Neolithic bone skewer pins from pit contexts  
in Sussex

Excavations at Rottingdean, East Sussex and Chichester, West 
Sussex have produced two new finds of Middle Neolithic 
skewer pins, manufactured from red deer long bones. 
Unlike most skewer pins of Middle Neolithic or Bronze Age 
date, which come from funerary contexts, these were not 
associated with inhumation or cremation burials, rather 
forming part of stratified deposits within pits.

The Rottingdean site is located within a wider later prehistoric 
landscape around the coastal village of Rottingdean, close 
to two Neolithic long barrows and adjacent Bronze Age 
bowl barrows. The Historic Environment Record (HER) also 
records an antiquarian find of a trepanned skull thought to 
be of Neolithic date. Approximately 2 km away lies Whitehawk 
causewayed enclosure, a monument of Early Neolithic date, 
while a Neolithic pit complex at Peacehaven, 5 km east of 
Rottingdean, was excavated in 2006–2010. 

The Rottingdean pin was found within the single fill of a 
shallow pit, the smallest of a group of three pits containing 
flintwork, animal bone and a small amount of Grooved Ware 
pottery. The pit cut was oval in plan with a flat base and steep 
sides. Radiocarbon analysis on a pig tooth from the fill of 
the pit returned a date of 3320–2920 cal BC (95% probability; 
SUERC-128568). No human remains, cremated or otherwise, 
were recovered from this fill deposit, nor the wider site.

The pin is unburned and survives to a length of 85.3 mm 
but was broken in antiquity and probably measured around 
150 mm in its complete form. The head of the pin is typically 
bulbous and slightly conical with a circular section, and the 
surface of the pin is pitted and eroded with very little of the 
original surface remaining. ZooMS analysis confirms that the 
pin was made from the long bone of a red deer.

The site of the Chichester pin is located to the south of 
the Westhampnett bypass, to the west of the village of 
Tangmere. Excavations revealed the presence of a penannular 
double ditched enclosure of Middle Neolithic date, with the 
associated pit located to the south of this enclosure.

The Chichester pin was recovered from the lower of two 
pit fills, which also contained a coherent flint group and a 
large animal bone assemblage, including red and roe deer. 
Radiocarbon analysis produced a date range of 3093–2917 
cal BC (95% probability; SUERC-99908). Again, it shows no 
sign of heating or burning. Its rounded head survives, with 
traces of smoothing which appears to be part of the finish 
rather than having occurred through wear. Part of the shaft, 
as well as the end, is missing. The fragment has a circular 
section, becoming more oval towards the head. Of interest 
are the incised notches to the head, some of which appear 
deliberate. Further analysis of these marks using a range of 

Location of excavation sites
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techniques such as Reflectance Transformation Imaging and 
3D microscopy should enable us to establish their sequence 
and cause.

This form of pin is characteristic of Middle Neolithic and 
Early Bronze Age funerary assemblages and has been found 
with the burials of both adults, sub-adults and infants. 
Middle Neolithic examples are often included within the 
funeral pyre and recovered calcined with cremated human 
bone deposits, such as those from Dorchester on Thames, 
Cairnapple Hill, Stonehenge and more recently Forteviot, 
Strathearn. While most finds are burnt or calcined, a small 
number of unburned pins have been recorded, such as those 
from inhumation burials at Garton Slack and Duggleby Howe. 
They are generally believed to have fastened a shroud or 
funerary garment. Whilst this may have been their function 
when associated with a pyre or burial, their presence 
outside funerary contexts suggests that they had other 
uses too. They may have been multifunctional and perhaps 
fastened garments or accessories such as bags, and their 
presence within these pit assemblages suggests further 
meanings, outside of their primary function, within structured 
depositional practices.

Trista Clifford (t.clifford@ucl.ac.uk) and Elke Raemen, 
Archaeology South-East/University College London

Undergraduate Dissertation Prize 

Each year the Prehistoric Society awards a prize to an 
undergraduate dissertation that has made a significant 
contribution to the study of prehistory in any part of the 
world. The 2024 award was given to Jenavieve Leech, 
University of York, for her dissertation entitled ‘What’s 
Cookin’? The Analysis of Starch Granule Modifications 
Caused by Ancient Cooking Processes’. 

We also had two very strong runners 
up: Emily Norton, University of Reading, 
for a dissertation entitled ‘The Flavours 
of Prehistoric Food’ and Lys Schram, 
University of Aberdeen, for a dissertation 
entitled ‘Southeast Asian Earthenware – 
Transmitted Knowledge or Independent 
Inventions?’ Congratulations to Jenavieve, 
Emily and Lys on their excellent research.

The prize represents an excellent 
opportunity for outstanding early career 
scholars to have their work publicly 
recognised. The winner of the prize 
receives three years’ free membership 
of the Society, the choice of one of the 
Society’s in-print monographs and £100. 

An abridged version of the successful dissertation is also 
considered for publication in the Proceedings.

We are now looking for nominations for the 2025 awards. This 
prestigious prize is open to any student nominated by their 
university in Britain and Ireland. Each department is invited 

to submit one dissertation by a candidate 
who completes their degree during the 
2024–2025 academic year. The judges 
will assess entries based on the quality 
of work, the originality of the approach 
and the degree to which the research 
advances our understanding of prehistory.

Entries should be sent as a single PDF 
by the nominated staff representative to 
admin@prehistoricsociety.org by Friday 
18th July 2025 (please note: we will not 
accept entries directly from students). The 
file name should comprise the student’s 
name and institution. Entries can only be 
accepted if accompanied by the email 
address, postal address and contact 
phone number for the candidates and 
their supervisors.

The deer bone skewer pins; the example from Chichester (b) exhibits 
possible deliberate notches or incised marks

Jenavieve Leech being presented with 
the Undergraduate Dissertation Prize 
by President Prof. Linda Hurcombe
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2023

2023 2022

£ £

INCOME

Income from donations and subscriptions 39,163 39,079

Income from charitable activities:

Publication grants 1,469 -

Publications 13,021 13,769

Conferences 10,915 5,397

Other income 125 345

Investment income 5,138 5,318 

Total income 69,831 63,908

EXPENDITURE

Expenditure on raising funds 8,649 8,044

Expenditure on charitable activities:

Grants 7,094 9,208

Lectures 681 600

Proceedings 43,730 5,223

PAST 8,742 463

Research Papers 4,244 511

Conferences 17,589 13,016

Expenditure on governance 11,291 7,472

Total expenditure 102,020 44,537

Net income/ (expenditure) (32,189) 19,371

Total funds at 1 January 225,511 231,059

Unrealised investment gains/(losses) (32,189) (24,919)

Total funds at 31 December 205,068 225,511

The Statement of Financial Activities is an extract from the full accounts of the Society. Copies of the full accounts for 2023 
are available on the website or can be obtained from Dr Tessa Machling at the registered office.

Report of the Treasurer

The Society’s accounts continue to remain healthy despite 
current circumstances and continuing instability in global 
markets. Accordingly, our investments did not perform as 
well as in previous years, leading to a loss in investments 
of (£32,189). Despite this, our reserves remain healthy with 
an increased proportion easily accessible. Furthermore, our 
membership income remains level, with a slight increase 
compared to the previous year. 

We continue to see increases in expenditure due to the full 
reinstatement of in-person events and further payouts of 
grants for research purposes previously put on hold during 
the pandemic. For 2023, we committed to further contribute 

towards events and conferences not directly organised by 
the Prehistoric Society and again increased partnerships in 
this area.

As in previous years, we benefit from royalty income from 
CUP in respect of institutional subscriptions to PPS and 
subscriptions to PAST, although the expenditure values in 
these abridged accounts are adjusted due to payments from 
previous years falling into the financial accounting period of 
this statement (accounting for a year of high expenditure 
levels when comparing it with the previous year). The amount 
for grants given in 2023 returned to pre-Covid levels factoring 
in the changes that had to be made during the Covid-19 years.
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The Prehistoric Society 2024

This report covers the period of January to December 2024. 
We have commenced the process of transitioning to become 
a CIO, and the Council and executive continue to consider 
how to ensure the Society remains financially viable so that 
we can continue to operate for generations to come.

Lectures, meetings and study tours

The Society continues to fulfil its commitment to reach a 
wide range of regional audiences and to promote its aims 
and objectives through varied lectures, conferences and 
day schools. In April 2024, we held the second day school 
in our ‘Prehistory: Past, Present and Future’ series. In 2023 
we looked to the past, but in 2024 we looked at what is 
happening in the present in the discipline. Speakers explored 
the engagement of different audiences with evidence 
from prehistoric periods in Britain and Ireland, emerging 
research methods, development of the discipline, and how 
connections are being made between the past and the 
present. We ran the event as a hybrid online and in-person 
conference which allowed us to reach a diverse audience 
and to boost numbers of attendees.

We have continued to collaborate with colleagues in other 
archaeological bodies and societies. During the year, we hosted 
joint lectures with London and Middlesex Archaeological 
Society, Yorkshire Historical and Archaeological Society, 
Leicestershire Fieldworkers, Cambridgeshire Antiquarian 
Society, and Norfolk and Norwich Archaeological Society. 
Financial support was provided for the ‘Unravelling the 
Palaeolithic’ and upcoming ‘Iron Age Dialogues’ conferences.

The Sara Champion lecture was delivered by Dr Annemieke 
Milks, with a fascinating talk entitled ‘Into the woods: new 
methods for studying Palaeolithic organic technologies,’ 
which highlighted the little studied topic of wood from 
Palaeolithic contexts.

Our Global Pasts lecture series is completely free and open 
to everyone. Hosted on Zoom through the winter, it continues 
to offer both Prehistoric Society members and the general 
public a glimpse into the archaeology of every continent. Do 
have a look at our YouTube channel for content. 

Europa Prize 

This year Prof. Ian Ralston was the recipient of our Europa 
Prize, and a well-attended one-day hybrid conference was 
held in Edinburgh to honour his contribution to European 
prehistory, with speakers exploring aspects of the European 
Iron Age and settlement in western temperate Europe.

President’s Award

The President’s Awards were presented to Sally Pointer for 
her significant contribution to the public understanding of 
prehistory through her social media and YouTube channels 

which bring prehistoric material culture to new audiences, 
and to Dr Christopher Wakefield, Dr Mark Knight and the Must 
Farm team for contributions to the public understanding of 
prehistory via the Must Farm Project’s digital presence.

Peter Clark Award

The Peter Clark Award was given 
to Dr Francis Wenban-Smith for his 
important contributions to British 
Palaeolithic archaeology over the 
last 30 years, particularly through 
developer-funded fieldwork.

Baguley Award

The Baguley Award (for best paper 
in the most recent Proceedings 
of the Prehistoric Society) was 
awarded to Chris Griffiths for 
his paper on recently discovered 
Bronze Age hoards in Britain and 
Ireland.  

Research Grants

A total of £4936 was awarded to a wide variety of research 
projects. Dr Ian Brown received the Dyer Prize for work on 
the Ravensburgh Castle Hillfort, Dr Kevin Kuykendall received 
support for fieldwork at Creswell Crags, Hilary Lidbury 
received the Leslie Grinsell Prize for work at Bryneglwys Ring 
Cairn, Gian Battista Marras received the Bob Smith Prize 

Sally Pointer receiving the 
President's Award from Prof. 
Linda Hurcombe

Dr Mark Knight (left) and Dr 
Christopher Wakefield (right) 
receiving the President's 
Award from Prof. Linda 
Hurcombe

Right: Dr Francis Wenban-Smith 
receiving the Peter Clark Award 
from Prehistoric Society President 
Prof. Linda Hurcombe

Left: Chris Griffiths receiving the 
Baguley Award from Prehistoric 
Society President Prof. Linda 
Hurcombe
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for his work on Nuraghic societies of Bronze Age Sardinia, 
and the Coles Award was given to Tatiana Crombeen for 
acquisition of boars’ tusks for experimental archaeology. 

Conference attendance support was provided to Cristian 
Gonzalez-Rodriquez and Anubhav Preet Kaur. Petra Jones 
received a collections study award for the analysis of pottery 
from Százhalombatta-Földvár Bronze Age Tell in Hungary. 
Finally, the SUERC Radiocarbon Award went to Cat Rees for 
dating samples form Heston Brake, Monmouthshire, and to 
Dr Ben Jennings for samples from Lion Point, Essex.

The Annual General Meeting for 2024

The AGM was held as part of the Europa conference in 
Edinburgh. The President reported on another successful 
year, providing details of the Society’s core activities, 
publications, lectures, and conferences. 

The President thanked all Council and members who have 
assisted with events during the year. Thanks were extended 
to Dr Rachel Crellin who has stepped down from the 
Secretary role, and to retiring Council member Rob Hedge.

The following officers and members of Council were elected 
and re-elected: 

President Prof. Linda Hurcombe
Vice-Presidents Dr Rachel Pope

Dr Rob Hosfield
Dr Rupert Housley

Treasurer Dr Lisa-Elen Meyering
Secretary Dr Meredith Laing
Managing Editor/Editor 
  of PPS

Dr Julie Gardiner 

Editor PAST Dr Susan Greaney
Editor, Prehistoric Society 
Research Papers Series

Dr Mike Allen

Book Reviews Editor Dr Helen Chittock
Meetings Secretary 	 Dr Felicity MacDowall 
Conservation Co-Ordinator 	 Dr Jane Sidell
Council Dr Jess Bates, 

Dr Oliver Davis
Dr Catherine Frieman
Dr Susan Greaney
Dr Jennifer Wexler
Dr George Prew 
Dr Adelle Bricking

Publications

Volume 90 of the Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society was 
delayed due to a cyber-attack at the publishers, CUP. The 
volume is, as we go to press with PAST, about to be sent out. 
As usual, three editions of PAST, the Society’s newsletter, 
were published under the editorship of Dr Susan Greaney.

Membership and administration 

Membership is healthy, although we could always do with 
more members(!), and our online and social media presence 
continues to grow steadily.

As ever, the Society would not be able to function without 
a large number of individuals giving freely of their time and 
knowledge to organise events and to deliver the results 
of their fieldwork and research. The Society offers sincere 
thanks to all those who have helped throughout the year, 
and especially to its administrator, Dr Tessa Machling. 

THE FUTURE OF PREHISTORY 
DAY SCHOOL 2025

1–5.30pm, Saturday 5th April (online only)

The final instalment in our series of Day Schools on 
‘Prehistory: Past, Present and Future’, looks forward to 
the future. By engaging with the latest research, we 
will explore how the discipline might develop over the 
coming years. This online, afternoon event will bring you 
the rigorous, the conceptual and the surprising at the 
forefront of archaeological research and practice. From 
technical developments to theoretical approaches, from 
social practices to ideological stances, the presentations 
will provide a taste of the many research avenues 
in prehistoric archaeology today that are creating  
possibilities for tomorrow. Sit down, buckle up and 
prepare to be whisked from deep time to future histories. 
Speakers include Prof. Linda Hurcombe, Dr Seren 
Griffiths, Prof. John Schofield, Dr Fabio Silva and Dr 
Susan Greaney. Tickets are £10 for members and £20 
for non-members (plus a small Eventbrite fee). The full 
programme and abstracts are now online, and details of 
how to book can be found on our website.

Bronze Age Forum 2025
We are delighted to announce 
that the next meeting of the 
Bronze Age Forum will be 
held at University College 
Dublin from 14–16 November 
2025! The Bronze Age Forum 
is a three-day conference 
for anyone interested in the 
Bronze Age archaeology of 
Ireland, Britain and the near 
Continent. From students 
to the public, excavators to 
finds specialists, academics to 
curators, if you love the Bronze 
Age this is the place for you.

BAF 2025 will be hosted by University College Dublin School 
of Archaeology. We are grateful to the National Monuments 
Service, Transport Infrastructure Ireland and the  National 
Museum of Ireland for their support.

Full details about the conference, including registration, 
travel and accommodation can be found at  https://
bronzeageforum2025.wordpress.com/.

Amber bead from Milmorane, 
Co. Cork (reproduced with 
the kind permission of the 
National Museum of Ireland)
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Into the woods: new methods for studying Palaeolithic organic 
technologies, 23rd Sara Champion memorial lecture,  
Dr Annemieke Milks

On the 16th October, we were honoured to welcome Dr 
Annemieke Milks from the University of Reading to give the 
Sara Champion memorial lecture for 2024. In this fascinating 
lecture, entitled Into the woods: new methods for studying 
Palaeolithic organic technologies, Dr Milks transported us to 
a lost world of organic materials used by our early hominid 
ancestors. By drawing comparisons with chimpanzees 
at the start of the lecture, we were given a sense of how 
woodworking would have lain at the heart of human activity, 
even at our earliest origins. Wood played an important 
role in hunting and tool creation, but also as a source of 
medicine and food. Interestingly, more female than male 
chimpanzees have been observed practicing tool-assisted 
hunting, providing an intriguing insight into our own ideas 
around gender norms! 

So how can we write wood and woodworking into human 
evolution and Stone Age narratives? The first hominin 
woodworking evidence dates back to around 500,000 years 
ago, but additional evidence such as phytoliths found on 
stone tools suggests that it may have originated as much 
as 1.5 million years ago.

As Dr Milks noted, the ‘Stone Age’ might equally be considered 
a Wood Age! Many recent publications have considered the 
important role that wood and organic materials played in 
the development of human society including Roland Ennos’ 
(2021), The Wood Age: How One Material Shaped the Whole 
of Human History and our President, Linda Hurcombe’s (2014) 
Perishable Material Culture in Prehistory: Investigating the 

Missing Majority. While there is no doubt that stone was an 
incredibly important material, much of it was in fact used 
for woodworking. 

Indeed, I think of my own specialist period with all the 
beautiful, Neolithic polished stone axes: symbolic of 
massive landscape transformations via tree-cutting and 
land clearances. Stones which were shaped to shape wood 
and earth. Moving forward in time, we have a window into 
another lost world – the Must Farm roundhouses that 
caught fire and were preserved by their collapse into river 
sediments below – preserving the most delicate, personal 
organic objects such as a small bowl with a wooden spoon 
set aside as panic struck. Other preserved objects such as 
wooden buckets, bowls, platters, together with rope and 
twine, provides a glimpse into lives closely intertwined with 
organic materials. The loss of these organic worlds from the 
archaeological record is palpable, like shadows lurking in the 
Stone Age strata.

Despite tantalizing clues into these organic pasts, only 
a handful of sites with wooden artefacts dating from the 
Palaeolithic have ever been found in Europe, with the 
lakeshore site of Schöningen, Germany providing particularly 
significant evidence. Dating from 300,000 BP, the site has 
an amazing array of 187 wooden artefacts; more than any 
other site from the period! The assemblage comprises over 
20 weapons (including double-pointed spears and throwing 
sticks), burnt wooden artefacts, handles, and small ‘domestic’ 
tools indicating woodworking at the site. The site was 
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probably a seasonal camp with an emphasis on hunting, 
represented by over 50 butchered horses, cervids (deer/elk) 
and bovids (wild cattle). Many of the wooden spears were 
also found with elephant remains, as is observed at other 
sites across Europe.

Identifying these wooden objects can be challenging. Use-
wear or tool marks are often only visible microscopically 
and can be missed or disappear during conservation efforts. 
Dr Milks’ research has been grappling with this by using 
technological and morphometric analysis within a chaîne 
opératoire framework. Using 3D microscopy to study a 
complete throwing stick from Schöningen, she revealed the 
object in stunning detail. This spruce branch, perhaps lost 
while hunting in the reeds, was shaped specifically to ensure 
maximum hardness and aerodynamics. Its lightweight nature 
suggests that it may have been used by children or smaller 
adults taking part in communal hunts, revealing how tool 
analysis can provide new insights into Palaeolithic social 
practices.

Dr Milks’ next project focuses on the earliest known weapon 
in the archaeological record. Shaped out of yew – a very 
hard, strong, but elastic material – her research will seek 
to understand how the Clacton (Essex) spearpoint, dating 
to 400,000 BP, was made. As detailed study of these rare 
survivals continues, we can only imagine what secrets of 
the Palaeolithic they might yet yield.

Jennifer Wexler (Jennifer.Wexler@english-heritage.org.uk), 
English Heritage

Sun and Fire: Life and Death at the Dawn of History, 
Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery

The Deep History Exhibition at Shrewsbury Museum and 
Art Gallery offers us a vision for a reimagined museum as 
it prepares to be transformed into one of only eight British 
Museum Partnership Galleries in the country. 

Sun and Fire: Life and Death at the Dawn of History is an inter
active exhibition which showcases rare and unique Bronze 
and Iron Age objects from the Shropshire Museum collection, 
revealing more than ever about Shropshire’s deep past.

As the exhibition explains, ‘Before the Romans came, people 
in Britain didn’t use writing which means there’s a lot we 
don’t know about them. But they left many objects and other 
traces in the landscape and by examining these closely, we 
can try to work out what their lives were like. This exhibition 
takes the visitor back to Shropshire over 4000 years ago, 
exploring the Bronze Age, a time of great change in Britain 
as people perfected the art of working metals. The objects 
on display demonstrate how heat was vital to them, how they 
used fire to make beautiful and useful objects, to cook and 
to cremate their dead.’

Exploring the immersive space, the visitor is surrounded by 
a subtle backdrop of the Shropshire hills and an absorbing 
soundscape – a live recording from the Shropshire hills, 
meres and mosses – near to where many of the objects were 
discovered. The open-ended interpretation invites the visitor 
to get involved. An evocative mix of replicas and original 
objects reveal how we once celebrated the sun with huge 

Dr Annemieke Milks presenting the 23rd Sara Champion memorial 
lecture

Representation of a stone circle and milling on a quern
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stone circles and bright gold objects. With two replicas of 
the stunning Shropshire Sun-Pendants to examine, the level 
of sophistication which enabled ancient craftspeople to 
create such objects makes it even more intriguing that they 
were likely intentionally deposited into wetlands as part of 
a ritual or offering.

Visitors can vote for their favourite sections by depositing 
coin-like tokens at points of particular interest. Creative 
areas are clearly enjoyed by visitors of all ages, and include 
opportunities to create decorative marks from natural 
materials, solve puzzles and try the replica objects such as 
milling on the heavy quern. 

As noted by the displays, ‘We can only guess what people 
of this time thought and believed, but this exhibition gives 
context and reveals more about the objects, suggesting that 
in lots of ways these people were like us, with bodies and 
senses like ours. They felt the heat of flames on their skin 
and the sun’s warmth on their faces. Their lives were full of 
sensations, sights, sounds and scents’.

After spending time with these objects – including a 
quernstone (c. 800 BC) from Caynham Camp near Ludlow, 
axe hammers from Mitchell’s Fold and a log boat (c. 2000–

1200 BC) from the banks of the river Meese near Chetwynd 
Park – we are left with a greater understanding about the 
lives of our early ancestors, how they were shaped by their 
environment, and how important the Shropshire landscape 
was to these people. Step back in time amid the ancient 
Shropshire landscape at this thought-provoking exhibition, 
and perhaps you too will be inspired to explore the wider 
countryside yourselves and walk in the footsteps of our 
ancestors.

Sun and Fire: Life and Death at the Dawn of History at 
Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery is open until 30th 
April 2025. Tickets: £4.50- adults (accompanied children 
free); £3.50- Friends Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery. 
Supported by Arts Council England National Portfolio 
funding. Consultants Barker Langham created the exhibition 
with Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery and are developing 
a new interpretive masterplan for more accessible and 
engaging displays. 

More information at www.shropshiremuseums.org.uk; 
Facebook: shrewsburymuseum; Instagram: @shrewsmuseum; 
Contact us: 01743 258885

Louise Preece, Shropshire Museums and Archives Service

Barrow mills: Bronze Age barrows reused as windmill-steads

A number of Bronze Age barrows were later reused as mill 
mounds or windmill-steads mainly in the medieval period. 
Windmills were built on high ground and hills to catch the 
wind and barrows would have been a perfect site to build 
windmills on, saving mill builders from having to build a 
bespoke mound, as has happened in many cases. The barrow 
was hollowed out at its centre for the trestle of the windmill, 
which was then sunken into it.  

In the 18th and 19th centuries during excavations of some 
barrows, stone foundations and the remains of timber 

structures were found, but they were not identified as mill 
remains until the early 20th century. Charles Monkman was 
one of the first to discuss some of these cruciform structures 
in East Yorkshire, and L.V. Grinsell, who studied about 10,000 
barrows during the 20th century, identified those which 
appear to have been later reused as windmill-steads.  

It seems that only bowl barrows (the most numerous) were 
used as windmill-steads. These early windmills would have 
been much smaller than later examples, comprising open 
trestle and sunken post mills. Many Bronze Age barrows 

Sun-Pendant replica and puzzle
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today display a hollow at their centre, and while this is 
usually due to either looting by antiquarians or excavations 
by archaeologists, some could indicate where a medieval 
windmill once stood.    

In the case of some Bronze Age barrows, including ploughed 
out examples only visible in aerial photographs and LiDAR 
surveys, archaeologists conducting field walking have found 
sherds of medieval pottery as well as Bronze Age pottery in 
and around them. The former could well be associated with 
windmills or any outbuildings, such as a miller’s cottage, 
nearby. 

Historic maps, such as the Spanish Armada Map of 1587, 
John Speed’s Map of 1610 and Richard Budgeon’s Map of 1724, 
show windmills situated on the summit of hills, a number of 
which were Bronze Age barrows. Some examples of barrow 
mills in Britain are The Mill Ball Houghton in Sussex, The Mill 
Mound at Tolleshunt Major in Essex, Mill Mound at Whaddon 
in Buckinghamshire and Windmill Barrow north of Lytchett 
Matravers in Dorset. There is little information about most 
of these windmills as many went out of use centuries ago, 
but some of the later 18th century mills may have been built 
on the same site or rebuilt nearby. 

Having said this, the Bronze Age barrows at Mill Barrows on 
the South Downs Way at Beauworth in Hampshire may not 
have been associated with a windmill, and the name could 

have derived either from the Anglo-Saxon “mylen beorh” (mill 
barrow) or the Anglo-Saxon name Maegla.

In some cases, more than one Bronze Age barrow could have 
been reused as a windmill-stead on the same hill. One case 
is on Summer Down at Saddlescombe in Sussex, where the 
eastern and central mounds of three Bronze Age barrows 
aligned north–east to south–west became windmill bases, 
with excavations revealing a cruciform depression where 
the windmills once stood. 

There could be other windmills in Britain which used Bronze 
Age barrows for their bases. One such case is Highdown, 
north-west of Worthing in Sussex, where the mill mound 
looks as if it may have once been a barrow. The windmill 
dates from the 16th century, but it could be standing on 
earlier windmills mentioned in medieval times at Ecclesden 
and Goring. Other possible barrow sites on Highdown may 
also have been medieval windmill-steads. 

Another case is the windmill on Windmill Hill, Chalton, 
Hampshire. This is a tower mill built in the early 19th century, 
now converted to a domestic dwelling. It was built on the site 
of a much older sunken post windmill constructed in 1289, 
which may well have used a Bronze Age barrow as its base 
on the summit of this hill. 

Alex Vincent (alexeclipsing@gmail.com), 
independent researcher

Barrow mill at The Mill Ball, Houghton © Alex Vincent

Barrow mill at Rookery Hill, Bishopstone © Alex Vincent

The Prehistoric Society is 90!
Ninety years is a milestone to celebrate, and we are looking to our future by creating a Centennial 
Fund to give us a secure platform for our centenary in 10 years’ time. Watch out for more details 
in the next issue of PAST.
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is Helen Chittock, MoLA (Museum of London Archaeology), Mortimer Wheeler House, 46 Eagle Wharf Road, London, 
N1 7ED. E-mail: reviews@prehistoricsociety.org. Queries over subscriptions and membership should go to the Society 
administrator at the London address on the front cover. E-mail: admin@prehistoricsociety.org.


